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The Maritime Intelligence Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could 
affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil con-
flict are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, pi-
racy and other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first
hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products 
and services, including; political and economic risk 
analysis, detailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel 
passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk 
management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service per-
taining to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more — in-
cluding real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com

16th November 2016

Issue 51 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict affected 
coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, incidents affecting 
maritime security and influencing maritime news are also reported and analysed, focusing on 
the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live and work”
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“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Indian Ocean Region 
On Nov. 9th, the United Nations Security Council renewed for another year its authorization for inter-
national naval forces to join in fighting piracy off the coast of Somalia. It stressed that while the piracy 
threat had declined, it still remained a matter of grave concern. The Security Council renewed the call 
upon States and regional organizations that were able to do so to cooperate with those authorities and 
each other in deploying naval vessels and military aircraft.

Incidents: No significant incidents to report.
Indian Navy concludes ‘Paschim Leher’ exercise
The nine-day long Exercise ‘Paschim Leher’ tested the combat 
readiness of the Command at sea, including mobilisation and 
operational synchronisation, a Defence spokesperson said here 
today.
IMO Leads Table Top Security Exercise in Tanzania
The exercise in Tanga, United Republic of Tanzania (9-10 Novem-
ber) is highlighting the need for a unified approach to imple-
mentation of maritime security measures, with particular refer-
ence to IMO’s SOLAS chapter XI-2 and ISPS Code. 
Iranian Military Leader Threatens President-Elect Trump
Gen. Mohammad Hossein Bagheri, the Iranian Armed Forces’ 
chief of staff, warned Trump against “confronting” Iranian mili-
tary assets in the Persian Gulf amid a series of incidents in the 
region in which Iranian-backed terrorists have attacked US Navy 
vessels.
Threat Assessment
Recent incidents off Somalia, the Bab el-Mandeb and wider In-
dian Ocean indicate an increased threat level to shipping from 

piracy and maritime terrorism. MAST is extremely concerned 
that, after a period of relative calm, some shipping companies 
are now underestimating the threat to their vessels not only 
from outside actors, but also inadequately trained and equipped 
security teams more used to calm waters than the genuine risk 
of attack. 
MAST continues to recommend heightened watches and secu-
rity routines whilst transiting the Indian Ocean High Risk Area 
(HRA). The presence of a Pirate Action Group (PAG) operating 
well off the Somali coast suggests that at least one pirate gang 
is currently operational in the Indian Ocean and owners may 
wish to update crew training to ensure vessels are prepared 
for potential attack. Group transit times should be observed, all 
BMP4 measures enforced and, where possible, an armed secu-
rity team embarked. This would allow ships to travel outside the 
convoy escort programme.
MAST’s standing advice for transit through the Bab el-Mandeb 
remains that vessels passaging the southern Red Sea, so far as 
TSS allow, keep to the south western side of the approaches to 
the BAM. Best speed should be maintained and coalition naval 
forces informed of your vessel’s presence in the region. 

Hijack

Kidnap 

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 
Theft 

1st December 2015 HRA limits
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Somalia
India media reported on November 12th that a special court in Mumbai has partly allowed the guilty 
plea filed by 117 Somalia nationals accused of piracy. The court will now decide on the acceptance of 
the voluntary guilty pleas at the time of recording the statements of the accused at a later stage of the 
ongoing trial.

Under control of Al Shabaab and allies

Under control of neutral forces

Under the control of Government and allies

Somaliland Government 

Control of Somali territory (14th November 2016) Source: 
Wikimedia Commons

Somalia Govt Urges Continued Support for Fighting Piracy
The Somali government has called for the international com-
munity to continue supporting the fight again piracy off the 
Somali coast amid reports of new piracy incidents in the inter-
national waters in recent weeks.
AMISOM nations reject new EU payment procedure
In a stormy meeting with donors in Addis Ababa on Friday 11th, 
the countries first opposed the European Union decision to pay 
Burundian soldiers directly, then warned of an “appropriate de-
cision in due course” if further delays in payment occurred.
Puntland forces raid ISIS bases in Qandala city
Puntland marine troops attacked remote areas outside the 
town of Qandala, where pro-ISIS militants are believed to have 
bases. A local resident said there were casualties from the 
naval forces’ shelling, but could not give the exact figure.

Puntland, Galmudug bury hatchet. Again
Clashes between the two have claimed at least 45 lives, but 
both regions have now agreed a ceasefire.

Al Shabaab
• AS militants detonated an improvised explosive device (IED) 
targeting a police station in Burhakabo in Bay region on Nov. 
14th, killing multiple police officers.
• AS militants ambushed an Ethiopian convoy near Elbur town 
in Galgaduud region on Nov. 10th. The militants destroyed one 
vehicle. The Ethiopian AMISOM forces may have opened fire on 
civilians in the area following the blast.
• AS claimed responsibility for an attack on Nov. 13th in 
Burhakabo town, killing a district official and two soldiers in 
separate bomb attacks.

Analysis
The ability of Al Shabaab militants to continue attacks us-
ing vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices (VBIED) 
and conduct assassinations in and around Mogadishu 
illustrates the group’s resolve in its attempts to desta-
bilise the Somali election process. However, Somalia’s 
clan-based system and autonomous regions (Somaliland 
and Puntland) are doing their own job of damaging the 
electoral process. 
The UN had already expressed concerns regarding the 
nature of the election and now Somaliland is boycotting 
them. They are engaged in a bush war with Puntland in 
Mudug region, which has ignited several times in recent 
months. 
The election process needs to be seen to be absolutely 
free of corruption; clan elders control much of the opin-
ion locally and most clans have large militias which can 
be called upon should the need arise. A transparent elec-
tion process is crucial to ensure the country can continue 
on its present democratic path. 
Threat Assessment
As the election process continues, AS has made clear 
its intent to disrupt it. Their ongoing ability to capture 
towns and villages suggests their capabilities remain 
intact despite recent gains by AMISOM. The withdrawal 
of Ethiopian troops and new concerns over Burundian 
forces is a major blow to AMISOM’s efforts. 
The new ceasefire between Puntland and Galmudug is 
a positive move and will hopefully allow the Puntland 
Maritime Police Force (PMPF) to continue its efforts to 
suppress both Daesh militants in the region and local 
pirate groups, who threaten a return to the waters off 
the region’s coast.

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/


 4

Control of Yemen territory (14th November 2016) 

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Yemen
At least 14 people were killed in central Yemen on Monday 14th in air strikes on fuel trucks by the Arab 
coalition fighting in the country, medics and witnesses said, with the coalition saying the vehicles were 
carrying rebel military supplies. Brigadier General Ahmed al-Asseri, spokesman for the Saudi-led coali-
tion, said the convoy was en route from Ibb province carrying ammunition and other supplies for Houthi 
and allied forces near Taiz city.

Saudis hit two Houthi vessels smuggling weapons
Sources report that coalition aircraft destroyed two boats 
loaded with weapons belonging to Houthi militias in the north-
ern port city of Salif of al-Hudaydah province, on Nov. 12th.
HMS Daring deployed to Bab el-Mandeb Strait
UK media reports on Nov. 10th state the Royal Navy has sent 
HMS Daring to bolster merchant shipping security in the area 
off Yemen where attacks against vessels have taken place. 
Militant activity
• Military spokesman claimed that Hadi government and allied 
forces killed 23 al Houthi-Saleh forces with artillery fire near 
Midi district, northern Hajjah governorate on Nov. 14th.
• Hadi government and allied forces clashed with al Houthi-
Saleh forces in Taiz governorate on Nov. 10th. Hadi govern-
ment and allied forces clashed in several villages in southern 
Taiz governorate along roads leading into Taiz city.
• Saudi-led coalition warplanes struck an al Houthi-Saleh 
technical in al Matun area, al Jawf governorate on Nov. 10th. 
The coalition also struck al Houthi-Saleh positions in Manakha 
village, southwestern Sana’a governorate.
AQAP
• AQAP-affiliated social media accounts refuted government 
officials’ claims that UAE-backed Hadrami Elite forces killed 
more than 20 AQAP militants in al Bahish grove, southwest of 
al Mukalla city in Hadramawt governorate on Nov. 8th.
• AQAP militants attacked Emirati-backed al Hizam security 
forces with mortars on Nov. 11th and with improvised explo-

sive devices (IEDs) on Nov. 14th in Lawder district, northern 
Abyan.
Threat Assessment 
Following the incidents which saw the HSV-2 Swift effectively 
destroyed by missile fire and the USS Mason targeted on several 
occasions and fired upon at least twice, other coalition vessels 
have reported target locks from the Yemen coast. While the US 
Navy has destroyed several Houthi-run radar sites to reduce the 
threat of missile attack, it is likely that Houthi forces have ac-
cess to mobile radar platforms and will continue to target ships 
in the Bab el-Mandeb Strait. Recent reports from the UN and 
region suggest that Iran continues to arm the al Houthi-Saleh 
rebels with weapon systems including missiles, meaning further 
attacks against shipping remain possible. 
Following the incident on Oct. 25th involving suspected mari-
time terrorism against the Galicia Spirit, MAST advice is to steer 
clear of al Mukallah and remain in the IRTC, where warship pro-
tection is more likely. Attacks off Al Mukallah earlier in the year 
indicate that AQAP may well be interested in a suicide boat at-
tack or to copy cat the Galicia Spirit attack. 
MAST is concerned that industry bodies and military advice on 
timings and posture is now confusing and in the interest of our 
clients we are asking for clarification.
Meanwhile, our assessment is that the most dangerous threat 
is the small boat terrorist threat in the BAM. Therefore we rec-
ommend steam through the BAM at night and have an armed 
team embarked to provide flexibility over speeds and timings in 
the approach to the IRTC.

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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UN Verification and Inspection Mechanism for Yemen (UNVIM)

The UN’s Secretary-General has decided to institute a UNVIM for the facilitation of commercial imports to Yemen, at the request 
of the Government of the Republic of Yemen and in line with Security Council resolution 2216 (2015). 

UNVIM is operational with immediate effect. Shipping companies or vessel owners shipping commercial goods or services to any 
port not under the direct control of the Government of Yemen (Salif, Mokha, Hudaydah and associated oil terminals) need to ap-
ply for permits upon departure of the port of origin of their cargo. For further details click here.  

UN arms embargo imposed by UN Security Council Resolution 2216 of 2015 is in place.  

Port Aden:  

 • The port of Aden is under the protection of the Republic of Yemen security forces. 

 • Curfew in effect for Aden, 2000-0600 daily.  

 • Merchant vessels wishing to enter Yemeni ports must first  apply for a permit through the Yemeni Ministry of Transportation; 
contact: yemen.transport@gmail.com for more information. 

 • Final clearance to enter Yemeni ports (with permits in place) is authenticated by the coalition guard ship. 

 • Aden is the only port in Yemen currently able to facilitate container vessels.  The container terminal has recently increased it’s 
capacity. WFP note that eight vessels were discharging at berth with 5 waiting at anchorage.

Port Salif: Capacity 2 berths.  Operating at capacity.  Vessels experiencing severe delays due to minimal port equipment.  10 ves-
sels awaiting at anchorage (WFP, June 29th).

Port Hudaydah: 

 • Capacity 8 berths. As of World Food Programme reports at the end of June, eight vessels were discharging at berth, 25 awaiting 
at anchor. 

 • Only 1 of 5 shore based cranes in partial operation, container vessels highly recommended to have their own internal cranes. 

 • RSNF is utilizing a holding area 60 NM west of the port of Hudaydah for all vessels attempting entry into Salif or Hudaydah. 
Inbound vessels should plan on holding within this area prior to receiving clearance from port control warships. 

Port Mokha: Status - Open and fully operational (North of England P&I, July 18th).

Port Al Mukalla: Capacity 2 berths. Al Mukalla port was liberated on the 23/24 April by the Saudi-led coalition and southern 
resistance.  Port officials have advised that port operations resumed on the 26th April.     

Port of Ash Shihr: Status - Open and full operational (North of England P&I, July 22nd).

Port of Balhaf: Status - Closed: LNG terminal remains closed.

Port of Ras Isa: Status - Closed. Safer oil terminal remains closed, Safer Company (SEPOC) does not allow vessels to berth at 
Safer Marine Terminal if they do not have an agreement signed by them according to the protocol between buyer and Yemeni 
government. 

MCCC Notice:  Following open source reporting of increased military activity in and around the Yemeni port city of Mukalla 
and the maritime security incident on the 24th April, where an MV was fired upon,  please be advised that the security    situ-
ation in the vicinity of the port has changed.  Vessels using the port or operating nearby are advised to take additional security 
measures and proceed with caution.  Coalition warships are patrolling in the area and should be hailed on VHF Channel 16 by 
any vessel  witnessing or subject to threatening behaviour.  

Yemen Ports
No major incidents to report.

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”
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Mediterranean 
About 1,400 migrants were rescued on Saturday 12th in the Mediterranean, including more than 700 
who were taken off a large wooden boat spotted before dawn, organizations involved in the rescues 
said. Altogether, groups rescued migrants from six boats and a barge, the Italian coast guard said.

Mediterranean rescuers save 550 migrants at sea, recover 
five bodies
About 550 migrants, most of them from West Africa, were 
pulled to safety from boats in the Mediterranean on Monday 
in five operations during which rescuers also recovered five 
dead bodies, Italy’s coast guard said.

As Fewer Migrants Cross Mediterranean, More Are Dying
The surge in deaths in the Mediterranean shows how chal-
lenging it is for authorities to stem smugglers who are becom-
ing more brutal in plying their trade, migration and Italian 
coast-guard officials said. It has made 2016 the deadliest year 
on record for migrants trying to reach Europe by sea.

Germany’s Angela Merkel plans for Egypt to take migrants
A top aide to Chancellor Angela Merkel visited Egypt earlier 
this month to discuss ways of “intensifying” co-operation on 
migration, diplomatic sources revealed on Nov. 13th.

East African ministers form committee on migration issue
Ministers from the Intergovernmental Authority on Devel-
opment (IGAD), a regional body bringing together Djibouti, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and 
Uganda formed the committee at the highest level at which 
migrations issues can be discussed. The move according to the 
IGAD Secretariat is also aimed at encouraging member coun-
tries to develop migration policies that are in line with the set-
out regional migration framework.

Nigeria’s Migration Conundrum
Richard Young, Deputy Head of the EU delegation in Nigeria, 
has expressed concern over the increasing number of Nigeri-
ans trying to reach Europe illegally via the Med. Between Jan-
Sept this year, 22,250 have made the trip from Nigeria.

The current migrant smuggling situation
Migrant Report states that the majority of people smugglers con-
tinue to use Sabratha as a departure point, although accurately 
recording the number of migrants waiting to cross from Libya is 
extremely difficult due to the various routes being used to cross 
into the country itself. The ongoing fighting between fuel smug-
glers and human traffickers continues, with migrant groups regu-
larly “hijacked” by rival gangs. 

The recent push of migrant boats into the Mediterranean illus-
trates the desperation of people smugglers once a window of 
opportunity opens. Forcing migrants to travel at gunpoint un-
derlines this. There may be concerns among the gangs that a 
newly invigorated Libyan Coast Guard will make their lives more 
difficult, although this is unlikely given recent history. As long as 
weather conditions and sea states hold, we will continue to see 
large numbers put to sea. 

Map depicting major migrant routes in the Mediterranean (November 14th 2016).  Source: UNHRC 

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

    Migrant crossings 2014-2016. Source:  UNHRC
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Libya
Tunisian forces captured three large arms caches near the border with Libya over the weekend of 12th 
and 13th November, including Kalashnikov rifles, rockets and landmines, the interior ministry said. The 
caches in the border city of Ben Guerdane will stoke Tunisia’s concerns about the threat of Islamist 
militants crossing over Libya, where pro-government forces are close to ending Islamic State’s hold on 
Sirte city.

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Libya’s largest oil port may be able to ship next week
Tankers may be able to load at Es Sider port by next week as 
maintenance work at the terminal is almost complete, a Nation-
al Oil Corp. official said on Tuesday 15th.

United States lays plans to hunt down escaped Islamic State 
fighters
Intelligence from surveillance aircraft flying over Sirte and areas 
south of the city allowed the U.S. military’s Africa Command to 
track up to several hundred militants who U.S. officials now fear 
could be preparing to mount a counter attack on allied Libyan 
forces.

GNA gov’t finally selects finance minister
Libya’s U.N.-backed government has appointed a finance minis-
ter and deputy finance minister in a move it hopes will unlock 
crucial funding from the central bank and revive its flagging for-
tunes.

Analysis
With General Haftar’s forces now in control of the ‘oil crescent’ 
of terminals, the GNA and NOC have had to do some swift ne-
gotiating in order to ensure supplies still flow. Despite taking 
control of the terminals, Haftar has left the NOC management 
in place. 
With oil now flowing and tankers leaving the terminals, OPEC 
has raised concerns that Libya’s exports will force global oil 
prices down. Recent discussions with OPEC have made little dif-
fenece and the NOC is delighted to see production levels contin-
uing to rise. While tensions remain between the LNA and GNA, 

the oil sector seems to be able to operate without impediment, 
bringing much needed money in to the country. There are fears, 
however, that Libya is on the verge of economic collapse and 
the deadlock between the two rival governments means a Fi-
nance Minister – crucial to the country’s negotiations with OPEC 
– has yet to be agreed on.

Ports currently operational in Libya are: Melittah, Zawia, Tripoli, 
Misurata, Marsa El Brega, Tobruk, Al Khoms, Marsa El Hariga. 
Farwah, Bouri, Ras Lanuf and Zuetina.

Threat Assessment
The National Oil Company (NOC) is responsible for securing oil 
port facilities with  their own armed force, the Petroleum Facil-
ity Guards (PFG). Despite his forces taking control of the termi-
nals, LNA government loyalist, General Haftar, has left the NOC 
management in place, allowing tankers to dock and load. 
The oil industry is integral to Libya’s economy and is appropri-
ately safeguarded. Divisions between the east and west NOC 
branches and the control of ports has not yet impacted on the 
security of a vessel. Many Libyan ports are operational, but not 
without risk. The complete re-opening of Es Sider port and ter-
minal will provide a further influx of tanker traffic to the region 
and it is to be hoped that training undertaken by EUNAVFOR as-
sets will ensure merchant traffic is not harassed by either Libyan 
Navy or Coast Guard forces, or those from the rival LNA govern-
ment and General Haftar’s forces. 
MAST is able to provide risk assessments and crew training to 
improve situational awareness and risk appreciation. The addi-
tional threat to shipping should not be taken lightly. 

Control of Northern Libyan territory (November 
15th 2016)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces
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“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Gulf of Guinea
BBC News reported on Nov. 14th that Nigeria’s government wants to sell off unprofitable refineries, a 
draft policy document released by the government says. It states that each of the country’s refineries 
will be given a transition period within which to become viable before being sold. Nigeria only has about 
four refineries – and imports most of its petroleum products despite producing about 2m barrels of 
crude oil daily. 

Incidents: 
1. MV attacked and hijacked with shots fired by 7 POB on a 
high speed craft at 1420 UTC in position 02:49N - 005:22.36E, 
around 101nm SSW of Brass, Nigeria. Pirates boarded vessel, 
stole equipment and abducted 5 crew members before leaving 
MV. Reported (MDAT) Nov. 11th.

Why we renewed attacks – Niger Delta Avengers
The Niger Delta Avengers, which has restarted attacks on oil and 
gas installations in Nigeria’s volatile oil rich region, on Sunday 
claimed government’s lack of commitment to dialogue process 
was responsible for its renewed insurgency.

JTF arrests three suspects, rescues 12 from kidnappers
The Coordinator, Joint Media Campaign Centre, ODS, Lt. Col. 
Olaolu Dauda, said in a statement on Saturday 12th that six ci-
vilians were rescued from armed robbers in Delta State.
He also said three persons were rescued from pirates in Bayelsa 
and three other others from kidnappers in Delta.

Niger Delta militants blow up Shell oil export pipeline
Nigerian militants say they have again blown up an oil pipeline 
carrying crude for export from Shell’s Forcados terminal in the 
country’s south. It’s the third attack in eight days on the Trans 

Forcados pipeline network. 

Threat Assessment
All vessels operating in the GoG should conduct a thorough risk 
assessment and practice emergency drills. Locally procured pa-
trol boats can, in the right circumstances, enhance a vessel’s 
security.  

MAST recommends that vessels transiting the region register 
with MDAT-GoG to ensure domain awareness. Contact watch-
keepers@mdat-gog.org or call +33(0)2 98 22 88 88.
MAST advises against the use of embarked armed Nigerian Navy 
personnel. Under contact from pirates, embarked armed Nige-
rian guards will draw increased fire towards the bridge of the 
vessel which can result in the death or injury of crew members 
and damage to the vessel.  The Secure Anchorage Area (SAA) off 
Lagos provides effective protection for drifting and waiting ves-
sels and the area has been piracy free for several months. It has 
also been reported that there is an unofficial, but operational 
SAA off the Bonny River. MAST can advise on risk assessments, 
the most effective countermeasures and on the most effective 
locally procured Nigerian patrol vessels to escort vessels to and 
from operation in Nigeria to 150nm offshore. 

Kidnap 
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South East Asia
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, in his inaugural visit to Malaysia, has given Malaysia the licence to 
enter his country’s waters in pursuit of not only kidnappers, but also militants who have been terroris-
ing Sabah’s east coast. Calling this a new development in Putrajaya-Manila ties, Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Najib Tun Razak said the two leaders agreed on the need to stamp out the security risk which also 
affects Indonesia.

Hijack 

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 

Incidents: 
1. Ten robbers armed with knives boarded an anchored tanker 
and entered the engine room at 0450 LT in position 01:41.5N – 
101:30.2E, Dumai Anchorage, Indonesia. They took hostage the 
duty oiler, punched him, tied him up and threatened him with 
a knife. They then stole engine spares and escaped. The oiler 
managed to untie himself and notified the master. Alarm raised, 
crew mustered and onboard investigation was conducted. Inci-
dent reported to Dumai Port Authority. Reported (IMB) 9 Nov.
2. Bulk carrier, Royal 16, while enroute from Hai Phong, Viet-
nam towards Davao, was boarded by 10 men armed with guns 
at 0330 LT in position 06:40.45N - 122:29.05E, off Coco Island, 
Basilan Strait, Philippines. The armed men boarded the ship, 
stole ships properties and abducted six crew members (com-
prising the master, chief mate, 2nd Officer, 3rd officer, bosun 
and assistant bosun) and fled in a speed boat. One crew was 
injured during the incident. A patrol vessel was dispatched and 
the authorities boarded and escorted the vessel to a safe port. 
Reported Nov. 11th.
3. While underway, a chemical tanker was approached and 
chased by six speed boats with one armed person in each boat 
at 1620 LT in position 03:40.4N - 119:51.6E: around 65nm SE of 
Sibutu Island, Philippine. Master alerted ships in the vicinity and 
commenced manoeuvring the vessel. Attempts to contact the 

Philippines Navy proved futile. After around 15 mins the boats 
moved away. Vessel and crew safe. Reported (IMB) Nov. 13th.

Threat Assessment
Opportunistic theft of ships stores and equipment continues 
to be sporadically spread across the archipelagos of SE Asia.  
Thieves tend to be nonviolent and will escape when spotted. 
The current spate of kidnap attacks by Abu Sayyaf affiliates 
against crew and hijackings is of great concern. As a result, ves-
sels operating in the Sulu Sea should adopt appropriate secu-
rity measures including robust watch routines and ensure crew 
awareness. Anti-piracy training for crew members should also 
be considered. MAST recommends vessels consider employ-
ing BMP4 measures and ensuring robust watch routines whilst 
transiting waters off Sabah and the Sulu and Celebes Seas. 
MAST is aware that some ships have attempted to contact re-
gional navies during incidents without success; it’s crucial that 
authorities are able to support their vessels and we hope the 
regional authorities will offer a more robust response to attacks. 
As the ASG model of only attacking smaller, local traffic has 
now expanded to include all types of merchant vessels, MAST 
notes that despite media attention, joint naval patrols in this 
region have yet to occur, leaving shipping vulnerable. 

“Making the maritime environment a safer place to live 
and work”

Theft
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Central and South America 
RFA Wave Knight was called into action on Nov. 10th after a patrol plane spotted a suspicious speedboat 
in the sea between Puerto Rico and Venezuela on Thursday. The 31,500-tonne Wave Knight entered the 
chase, also launching her Lynx helicopter. Sitting in the back of the Royal Navy helicopter was a sniper 
from the Royal Marines who fired warning shots and, after these were ignored, fired shots that took out 
the speedboat’s engines. The speedboat was brought to a halt and the US Coast Guard boarded and 
seized 350kg of cocaine.

Incidents: 
1. On Nov. 7th at 0500 LT, in position 06:13.3N - 057:31.35W, 
Berbice Port, Guyana, the Duty Officer on board a berthed gen-
eral cargo ship noticed a robber attempting to board the vessel 
from the stern using a hook attached to a pole. The duty officer 
and A/B confronted the robber and threatened to call the po-
lice resulting in the robber aborting the boarding. No injury to 
crew and nothing stolen. Reported (IMB) Nov. 6th. Not shown 
on map.
2. On Nov. 11th, at 0145 LT, in position 10:19.4N - 075:31.6W, 
Mamonal Inner Anchorage, Colombia, around four robbers 
armed with knives boarded an anchored LPG Tanker. Duty AB 
on routine rounds spotted the robbers and reported to the 
bridge. Duty 2/O raised the alarm, made PA announcement 
and sounded the fog horn continuously. Seeing the crew alert-
ness, the robbers escaped with stolen ship’s properties. All 
crew mustered and a search was carried out. Incident reported 
to port control and a coast guard patrol boat was dispatched to 
the area.
 

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule with 
drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and national 
laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if operating 
in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is advised that: 

 • Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are   denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 

 • Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for the 
duration of the vessel’s call at port. 

Hijack

Kidnap

Approach/Attack

Suspicious Activity 
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Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are issued 
by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or National Meteoro-
logical Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click here.   

Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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MAST Services
MAST has the experience, capability and global presence to provide comprehensive support 
to our clients.

 • Consultancy & risk management

 • Intelligence reports

 • Real time incident alerts

 • Technical security system design and installation

 • Training services

 • Physical security

 • ISPS services 

 • Travel management

 • Counter piracy

 • Explosives ordnance management/disposal

 • Security prevention and response services 

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2016. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual advice and the crea-
tors assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, or though links you will find in it. 
Furthermore, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- client relationship. It is intended only as an intro-
duction to ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive guide, nor should it be considered to cover every area of concern 
or regarded as an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied material.

You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content. 
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