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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST Services
MAST has the experience, capability and global presence to provide comprehensive support 
to our clients.

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2017. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual advice and the creators 
assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, or though links you will find in it. Further-
more, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- client relationship. It is intended only as an introduction to 
ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive guide, nor should it be considered to cover every area of concern or regarded as 
an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied material.

You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content. 

Maritime

• Counter piracy 

• ISPS services

• Training

• Dispute Resolution - Arundel Resolution 

Risk Consulting

• Due Diligence

• Risk management

• Crisis management

• EOD Services

• Training

Technical Yacht Security 

• Cyber Assurance Services

• System Design, Installation and Maintenance

• Bespoke Access & Oversight Capabilities

• Vessel Wide Risk System Integration

• Project Survey and Audits

• Technical Consultancy

• Cyber Risk Consultancy

• TSCM Sweeping Services

• Comms Vulnerability Assessments 

Physical and Asset Protection 

• Close Protection

• Residential Security

• Security Chauffeurs

• Events and Clubs

• Training

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
http://www.arundelresolution.com/
http://mast-security.com/en/services/cyber-assurance-services/
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MAST UK
+44 (0)1279 216 726 
operations@mast-security.com 

MAST Singapore
+65 8302 7561
ben.stewart@mast-security.com

24/7 Emergency Telephone:
+44(0) 117 916 6012

The Maritime Intelligence Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could 
affect the safety of commercial and private vessels and 
personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil con-
flict are directly impacting on maritime operations; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, pi-
racy and other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering first
hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST is
entrenched and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of products 
and services, including; political and economic risk 
analysis, detailed port and vessel security briefs, vessel 
passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and travel risk 
management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service per-
taining to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more — in-
cluding real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com

4th October 2017

Issue 96 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict affected 
coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, incidents affecting 
maritime security and influencing maritime news are also reported and analysed, focusing on 
the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”
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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Indian Ocean Region 
Heightened tensions between the US and Iran has raised concerns that Tehran could organise Houthi 
attacks on merchant ships passing through strategic trading routes in the Gulf. “There will be concern 
over the potential of Iran being in a position to threaten maritime traffic through the Bab el Mandeb,” 
said Jon Lee, an analyst at Dorian Risk Consulting.

Incidents: 
1. MV boarded by armed robbers at 2300 UTC in position 
06:46.66S - 039:21.40E, Dar Es Salaam anchorage, Tanzania. 
Five Armed Robbers boarded and tied up a crew member before 
stealing a VHF radio, various items of cargo then escaping. Crew 
and Vessel Safe. Reported Sept. 28th (UKMTO). (Not shown on 
map)

2. MT attacked by 1 small boat with 5-6 POB, shots fired at 1236 
UTC in position 15:53N - 052:20E, around 10nm East of Nishtun, 
Yemen, in Gulf of Aden. UKMTO confirmed vessel and crew are 
safe, proceeding to next port. Reported Sept. 28th (UKMTO).

UKMTO Advisory Notice
The SW Monsoon emanating from the Somali coast into the Ara-
bian Sea has now fully abated, resulting in reduced wind speed 
and wave height throughout the region. Vessels transiting the
Voluntary Reporting Area can expect to see an increase in small 
boat activity as local fishing fleets return to sea.

Kenya okays bill setting up agency to safeguard coastline
The Cabinet has approved the Kenya Coast Guard Service Bill, 
setting in motion the country’s long-held plan of having a spe-

cial agency to protect its coastline. The proposed law seeks to 
guide the establishment of a Kenya Coast Guard Service (KCGS) 
as a specialised law-enforcement agency to deal with maritime 
issues, a role currently undertaken by the Kenya Navy.
 
Iran Navy will increase extra-regional missions
Iran’s Navy Commander Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari says 
the country’s naval forces will definitely carry out more extra-
regional missions in the future in a bid to improve security. 
“The presence of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the high seas is 
among the missions of the naval forces which should certainly 
be properly established,” Sayyari said on Sept. 29th.

Threat Assessment
The incident off Yemen on Sept. 28th is unlikely to be piracy 
related and highlights the risk to shipping from the conflict in 
Yemen. EUNAVFOR and UKMTO investigations continue, and 
it is not yet known whethe the attackers were Houthi rebels, 
militia or possible al Qaeda insurgents. MAST will update when 
more information is available.

To read about MAST’s services and standing threat assessment 
in the Indian Ocean Region, please click here.

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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http://www.mast-security.com/en/services/counter-piracy/indian-ocean/
http://mast-security.com/i/Downloads/MAST_Intrep_missile_attack_on%20coalition_warship.pdf
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Somalia
Al Shabaab fighters in Somalia attacked a military base outside the capital Mogadishu with car bombs 
and gunfire on Friday 29th, killing at least eight soldiers before looting the outpost. “There was heavy 
fighting this morning,” said Mohamed Haji Ali, a Somali military commander, confirming the attack to 
local media without providing details of casualties.

Control of Somali territory (February 2017) Source: Wikime-
dia Commons

Somalia: Fishing trade sees boost from boat engines, freezers
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been 
working with small-scale fishing communities – in the towns of 
in Eyl, Qaw, Lebed and Hobyo – to help improve their haul. Due 
to the prevailing drought conditions in the country, a number of 
livestock farmers who lost their animals have moved to these 
coastal towns to seek alternative livelihoods like fishing.

Turkey opens its biggest overseas military base in Somalia
More than 10,000 Somali soldiers will be trained by Turkish of-
ficers at the base, a senior Turkish official said ahead of the cer-
emony on Oct. 1st in Mogadishu attended by Turkish military 
chief of staff Hulusi Akar.

Al Shabaab/ISIS

30 Killed in Al Shabaab Attack on Somali Military Base
At least 30 people were killed on Sept. 29th when Al Shabaab 
militants stormed an army base, Somali government officials 

said.

• Jubbaland forces, backed by Somali National Army (SNA) 
launched an attack against AS stronghold in Gedo region, south-
west of Somalia on Monday 2nd.
• Somali security forces arrested over 50 people in a security 
sweep in Mogadishu on Oct. 2nd.
• Al Shabaab militants recaptured Yed village, 30 kilometers 
from Hudur city, Bakool region, southern Somalia on Oct. 1st.
• Somali Security Minister Mohamed Abukar fired two secu-
rity chiefs and arrested 12 soldiers on Oct. 1st because of their 
failures to interdict AS militants during recent attacks in Moga-
dishu.
• AS militants detonated a vehicle-borne improvised explosive 
device (VBIED) outside a restaurant in Mogadishu’s Hamarw-
eyne district on Sept. 28th killing five civilians.

Analysis
Al Shabaab continues to mount operations against civilian and 
military targets in Somalia, seizing military bases and equipment 
before being driven off by AMISOM forces. The group has been in-
creasingly active in recent weeks, despite combined action against 
them from Somali, African Union and US forces.  
Threat Assessment
Somalia held Presidential elections in February 2017. After a 
peaceful transition of power, Somalia continues to face familiar 
problems. Al Shabaab frequently ambushes AMISOM and local se-
curity forces denying any significant process to the shaping of a sta-
ble country which is vital before Somalia can tackle humanitarian 
and economic issues. Somalia is recovering from a severe drought 
which led to widespread famine with an identified 2.9 million peo-
ple facing food insecurity. Youth unemployment in Somalia has 
not improved with 67% of Somali male youths aged between 14 
to 29 unemployed. Pirate financiers offer lucrative and attractive 
opportunities, and were seen to be increasingly active in the last 
inter-monsoon period. Somalia continues to be a permissive loca-
tion for kidnap and ransom piracy operations. Somalia has both an 
EU and UN arms embargo in place under UNSCR Resolution 2317 
in place until November 2017, which will likely be extended. The 
ongoing threat to shipping in the region has been made clear by 
the military bodies which monitor the region. A lack of adherence 
to BMP4 protocol, particularly not maintaining a safe distance off 
the coast, has increased risks to shipping. BMP4 advises: “non-
Somali fishing vessels should avoid operating or transiting within 
200nm of the coast of Somalia, irrespective of whether or not they 
have been issued with license to do so”. Merchant vessels would 
be wise to maintain the same distance from the coast, particularly 
ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All vessels are advised 
to update risk assessments and register with UKMTO/MSCHOA 
prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (October 2nd 2017)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Yemen
The UN has agreed to send war crimes investigators to Yemen to examine alleged violations committed 
by all parties to country’s civil war. The UN Human Rights Council adopted a resolution to set up a group 
of “eminent” experts. Under the deal agreed in Geneva on Sept. 29th, a group of “eminent international 
and regional experts” will carry out a comprehensive examination of “all alleged violations and abuses of 
international human rights and other appropriate and applicable fields of international law in Yemen.”

Houthis claim to have shot down U.S. surveillance drone
Yemen’s Houthi forces shot down a U.S. surveillance drone in 
the capital Sanaa on Sunday 1st, the Houthi-controlled state 
news agency SABA reported.

AQAP/Houthi-Saleh
• Suspected AQAP militants attacked Emirati-backed al Hizam 
security forces in Naqil al Khala al Yazidi area, Yafa’a district, La-
hij governorate, southern Yemen on October 1st.

Threat Assessment 
Bordering the southern Red Sea and the GoA, Yemen’s civil 
warshows no sign of abating. At present, neither side has the 
military superiority to reunite the country under a single gover 
nment. The front lines have remained relatively stable for the 
last few months, but no political solution has been agreed 
upon, despite UN led negotiations. The resultant humanitarian 
crisis in Yemen is severe and deepening with 14.1 million people 
identified by the UN as currently at risk from extreme hunger 
and famine.
Not entirely surprisingly given that the Saudi led coalition re 
supplies its military operations from the sea, the conflict has 
spilt into the maritime domain. The main protagonists have 
been the Houthi rebels and they have been remarkably suc-
cessful at targeting warships and auxiliary vessels with missiles, 
anti-tank rockets and remotely controlled boats laden with  
explosives. While it is possible that a commercial vessel could 
fall victim to poor targeting the most worrying development is 
the deployment of sea mines by the Houthis in the entrances 
to harbours. We believe these have been locally manufactured 
and the clear and present danger is that any that are not iden-

tified and removed by the Saudi forces will in time break free 
from their moorings and drift. While there is little cause for con-
cern right now, this is something we will be watching closely for 
in the coming months.
The terrorist threat, likely to be led by AQAP, has been dem-
onstrated against LNGC Galicia Spirit in October 2016 and MT 
Muskie in May 2017. Both were attempted but failed attacks 
which occurred in the BAM and were against fuel laden ves-
sels. The intent of the attacks was to detonate a bomb either 
on or alongside the target vessel in order to cause a spectacular 
and/or considerable environmental damage which would det-
rimentally affect navigation through the strait. Official reports 
on the Galicia Spirit detail evidence of attempted boarding and 
substantial damage to the hull and superstructure of the ves-
sel. The bomb detonated prematurely and was supported by 
RPG and small arms fire. Similarly, the second attempt on the 
MT Muskie failed. It is feasible that a similar attack will be at-
tempted in the future.
Advice from the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), recom-
mends that merchant traffic transiting the Gulf of Aden to the 
Red Sea are advised to pass through the area between 44 00 
East in the Gulf of Aden and 13 00 N in the Southern Red Sea 
during the hours of darkness and exit the Traffic Separation 
Scheme to the West of the Hanish Islands in daylight hours. 
The frequency of these incidents, where vessels are approached 
and in some cases attacked by armed men in small boats, indi-
cates that the threat assessment remains ‘Substantial’ – an at-
tack is a strong possibility. The recent threat by Houtis to target 
oil tankers should not be ignored by CSOs and Masters. 

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region. 

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”
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UN Verification and Inspection Mechanism for Yemen (UNVIM)

The UN’s Secretary-General has decided to institute a UNVIM for the facilitation of commercial imports to Yemen, at the request 
of the Government of the Republic of Yemen and in line with Security Council resolution 2216 (2015). 

UNVIM is operational with immediate effect. Shipping companies or vessel owners shipping commercial goods or services to any 
port not under the direct control of the Government of Yemen (Salif, Mokha, Hudaydah and associated oil terminals) need to ap-
ply for permits upon departure of the port of origin of their cargo. For further details click here.  

UN arms embargo imposed by UN Security Council Resolution 2216 of 2015 is in place.  

Port Aden:  

 • The port of Aden is under the protection of the Republic of Yemen security forces. 

 • Merchant vessels wishing to enter Yemeni ports must first  apply for a permit through the Yemeni Ministry of Transportation; 
contact: yemen.transport@gmail.com for more information. 

 • Final clearance to enter Yemeni ports (with permits in place) is authenticated by the coalition guard ship. 

 • Port Ash Shihr: Fully operational. 

Port Salif: Fully operational.   

Port Hudaydah: Fully operational.  

Port Mokha: Status - Closed: Currently classified as ‘Not Safe’. 

Port Al Mukalla: Fully operational.     

Port of Balhaf: Status - Closed: LNG terminal remains closed. Now under control of Saudi and Yemeni forces.

Port of Ras Isa: Status - Closed. Safer oil terminal remains closed, Safer Company (SEPOC) does not allow vessels to berth at 
Safer Marine Terminal if they do not have an agreement signed by them according to the protocol between buyer and Yemeni 
government. 

Yemen Ports
Responding to demands of the Yemeni supreme committee to activate UN offices in the transitional 
capital of Aden, the World Food Program (WFP) has increased its staff to 6 international employees and 
35 local employees, and confirmed the commitment of Regional Director Stephen Anderson for senior 
WFP staff to visit Aden port every month to ensure continued smooth operations.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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Mediterranean 
Two weeks of clashes between rival armed groups in the city of Sabratha sparked by a lethal shooting at 
a checkpoint have left 26 dead and 170 wounded, the health ministry said on Friday 29th. The ministry 
said on its Facebook page that the toll, the first official casualty count for the fighting, was compiled by a 
follow-up commission on the violence in Sabratha, a hub for illegal migration on Libya’s Mediterranean 
coast.

Italy’s deal with Libya in danger of collapse
The Italian prime minister, Paolo Gentiloni, had hailed an 80% 
drop in the number of migrants reaching Italy in July and Au-
gust, but the number of migrants suddenly started rising again 
last month as the Sabratha power struggle unfolded, suggest-
ing rival gangs, fighting for control of the profitable business, 
may not prove reliable partners for the Italians.

Libya threatens to seize NGO migrant rescue boats
Libya’s navy warned it will seize activists’ boats on migrant res-
cue missions that enter its waters unauthorised, after a run-in 
on Sept. 27th with a German vessel during which a warning 
shot was fired. “This time we avoided an escalation. In future, 
we will seize the boats of NGOs that do not respect Libya’s 
sovereignty,” said navy spokesman General Ayub Kacem.

Scores of migrants rescued off Libya coast
The Libyan navy on Thursday 28th announced the rescue of 
213 undocumented migrants off the Mediterranean coast east 
of capital Tripoli. “The rescue operation took place yesterday 
afternoon 14 miles [roughly 23 kilometers] north of the town 
of Gasr Garabulli,” Colonel Ayoub Qassem, a spokesman for 
the Libyan navy, told Anadolu Agency.

Algeria arrests 2 630 illegal migrants
lgerian Coast Guard had arrested 2 630 illegal Algerian mi-
grants who attempted to reach Europe since the beginning of 
this year, TSA website reported yesterday. The number of il-
legal migrants detained has increased quarter by quarter, with 
592 for the first quarter and 795 for the second and 1 243 for 
the third, TSA quoted a statement from the Defence Ministry 
released on Thursday Sept. 28th as saying.

The current migrant smuggling situation
With fighting ongoing in the migrant hub town of Sabratha, new 
doubts about arrangements between the EU-backed Govern-
ment of National Accord and local militias have emerged. Sabra-
tha has always been a smuggling hub for fuel and people traffick-
ers, but as the rival militias continue to fight, they’re taking their 
eye off the migrant boat ball, allowing more to put to sea. 
New threats from the Libyan Navy against NGO rescue missions 
to seize their vessels underlines the difficult operating environ-
ment in the Mediterranean. 
As weather conditions continue to worsen, it is likely that the 
death toll will continue to rise as more migrants put to sea in un-
suitable craft. While the number of crossings has fallen this year, 
the rise in fatalities is of huge concern to the UN who continue to 
look for ways on shore to prevent migrants reaching Libya in the 
first place. 

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

    Migrant crossings 2015-2017. Source:  UNHRC

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Map depicting major migrant routes in the Mediterranean (Oct. 3rd 2017).  Source: UNHRC 

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Libya
Representatives from Libya’s main rival power centres, the House of Representatives (HoR) and EU/
UN-backed Government of National Accord (GNA) are welcoming proposals for a new power-sharing 
deal and political transition period that would end with elections in about a year. Speaking after talks 
that ended on Oct. 1st in the Tunisian capital Tunis, delegations from Libya’s east and west agreed to 
meet again in a week to discuss forming a three-member presidential council, which along with a prime 
minister would streamline government form the current nine-member council.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Libya’s Oil Output Set to Recover 
Libya’s oil production is set to recover from a five-month low 
as the country’s biggest oil field restarts following a brief halt. 
The OPEC member’s output is expected to rise to 1 million bar-
rels a day from 800,000 within 2-3 days as the Sharara oil field 
restarted on Tuesday 2nd.

Analysis
With oil production set to return to previous levels, the poten-
tial for a power sharing deal in the county provides a glimmer 
of hope for regional stability. While the talks are in early stages, 
the fact that the House of Representatives (HoR) came to the 
table at all should be seen as positive. 
However, huge questions over the process remain. Field Mar-
shal Khalifa Haftar, commander of the HoR forces, has been re-
sistant to talks in the past, preferring a military solution which 
will ensure his powerbase remains intact. He is likely to push for 
command of a unified Libyan army, which will not appeal to the 
UN-backed GNA government, who view him as a loose cannon 
at best. Haftar has spent months courting European and Russian 
officials so will not want to see any loss in stature or authority. 
The deal between militia groups and the GNA regarding the 
suppression of migration from Sabratha appears to be faltering, 
as rival gangs of fuel smugglers and militias continue to attack 
each other in the town. The violence has allowed migrant num-
bers leaving the region to creep up once again, which puts the 
deal between Italy and the GNA at risk. The news this week that 
Benghazi port has re-opened raises hopes that it can be used 
for oil exports.
Ports currently operational in Libya are: Benghazi, Mellitah, 
Zawiyah, Tripoli, Misrata, Marsa El Brega, Tobruk, Al Khoms, 
Marsa El Hariga. Farwah, Bouri, Zuwarah, Zuetina and Es Sider.

Threat Assessment
With Libya’s focus on maintaining oil output in order to feed the 
economy, there are risks to the oil and gas sector from militias 
loyal to the GNA unity government who have attacked terminals 
and pipelines in the past. Sharara oil field was once again briefly 
shut down on Sunday Oct. 1st following action by an unknown 
militia faction; something which plagues Libya’s oil infastruc-
ture. 
The last week has witnessed increased threats from Libya’s 
Navy to board and seize NGO rescue vessels found in their wa-
ters and recent merchant vessel arrests are a reminder that the 
country’s waters remain a potentially hazardous environment 
for shipping. 
Vessels should ensure they have the correct permission from 
the appropriate authority before entering Libyan waters. The 
arrest of two tankers and a trawler, said to be fishing illegal-
ly, highlights the new aggressive approach being taken by the 
Coast Guard and the need for proper paperwork when transit-
ing these waters. 
There have been reports of Libyan Coast Guard vessels abusing 
their power, particularly concerning migrants.  
The majority of vessels calling at Libyan ports are trouble free, 
however there is scope for vessels to encounter local issues.  It 
is advised that before visiting a risk assessment is conducted on 
the area of operation and the fast moving political and military 
situations monitored closely.

MAST is able to provide risk assessments and crew training to 
improve situational awareness and risk appreciation. The addi-
tional threat to shipping should not be taken lightly. 

Control of Northern Libyan territory (Oct. 2nd 
2017)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Gulf of Guinea
Nigerian army troops of the 6 Division in Port Harcourt, Rivers state, are expected to begin Operation 
Crocodile Smile 2 in the Niger Delta. Col. Aminu Iliyasu, the division’s deputy director, army public rela-
tions, in a statement on Monday, October 2nd, said the exercise would be conducted between October 
7th and 28th. The operation is intended to be a training exercise but will also suppress piracy and oil 
infrastructure attacks by militants in the Niger Delta. 

Incidents:  
1. MV reported attacked by 1 speed boat at 1815 UTC in po-
sition 04:17.36N - 007:04E, around 7nm SW of Bonny Island, 
Nigeria. Embarked AST fired shots, speed boat escaped. Vessel 
and crew are Safe. Reported Oct. 2nd (MDAT). 

2. Panama-flagged tanker attacked and boarded by armed pi-
rates in position 03:48.73N - 006:35.96E, around 34nm SE of 
Brass, Nigeria. Three (initially stated as two) crew members 
reportedly abducted. Pirates stole personal belongings before 
departing. Reported Sept. 26th.

Ghana can drill for oil after dispute with Ivory Coast thrown 
out by maritime court
Ghana and neighboring Ivory Coast have been arguing over who 
owns which oil field in the Gulf of Guinea for years. On Saturday 
1st, the Hamburg-based International Tribunal for the Law of 
the Sea (ITLOS) ruled Ghana did not violate maritime borders 
by conducting oil exploration in its waters along its boundaries 
with Ivory Coast.

Nigeria arraigns vessel, six suspected oil thieves
On Sept. 28th, the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission, 
EFCC, arraigned six suspected oil thieves and a vessel, MT Vine 

before a Federal High Court, Lagos, for allegedly stealing 1080 
Metric tons of Automated Gas Oil, popularly called diesel.

PANDEF, HOSTCOM Disagree Over Oil Pipeline Security
The plan by the Federal Government to recruit youths from the 
Niger Delta to secure of oil and gas assets in the region is now 
being threatened, as neiterThe Pan Niger Delta Forum (PAN-
DEF) and leadership of Host Communities of Nigeria, producing 
Oil and Gas (HOSTCOM) can agree on which group should be 
responsible for the exercise.

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the Gulf of Guin-
ea region, please click here.
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South East Asia
The Maritime Security Task Force (MSTF) closely monitors and could even board vessels that are found 
to have ill-intent towards Singapore, Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen said in Parliament on Monday (Oct. 
2nd). Dr Ng was responding to Member of Parliament for Sembawang GRC Vikram Nair, who had asked 
about Singapore’s ability to deal with terrorists who might use commercial vessels entering Singapore.
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Incidents: 
1. Nothing significant to report. 

Anti-piracy training for veteran maritime officers
A new training programme for experienced maritime enforce-
ment officers, aimed at helping combat piracy and armed 
robbery against ships in Asia, has been launched. The 10-day 
programme will run until Oct. 6th and targets “senior-level” of-
ficers with more than 10 years of experience in maritime en-
forcement, was launched here yesterday by the Maritime and 
Port Authority of Singapore (MPA), together with the Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the ReCAAP Information Sharing 
Centre (ISC).

Abu men seize Sulu town councilor
Troops are tracking down the whereabouts of Abu Sayyaf Group 
members who forcibly seized a town councilor in the province 
of Sulu, a top military official disclosed on Thursday Sept. 28th. 
Brigadier General Cirilito Sobejana, Joint Task Force Sulu com-
mander, identified the victim as Councilor Ezzedin Suod Tan of 
Jolo, the province’ capital.

Are minilaterals the future of ASEAN security?
Considering the success of the Malacca Straits Patrol (MSP) in 
deterring piracy since 2004 and now this newly launched In-

domalphi, minilateral arrangements seem to have become a 
promising model for maritime cooperation compared to ASE-
AN-wide cooperation. The approach is specific to states that 
are directly involved in the problem, making it fast, flexible and 
feasible. 

Threat Assessment
To read MAST’s current Threat Assessment on the South East 
Asia region, please click here.

MAST is able to provide an armed protection solution to clients 
transiting the region. Please contact us for further details. 

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”
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Central and South America 
Liquefied natural gas shippers are dealing with costly delays in getting tankers through the Panama 
Canal, according to Octavio Simoes, president of LNG export terminal developer Sempra LNG & Mid-
stream. Every day a cargo is held up at at the canal can cost a trader $45,000, he said at Energy Dialogues 
LLC’s North American Gas Forum in Washington on Monday 2nd, Bloomberg reported.

Incidents: 
1. 29.09.2017: 0630 UTC: Posn: 10:16.6N – 064:42.3W, Puerto 
La Cruz Anchorage, Venezuela.
Duty AB on board an anchored tanker spotted two robbers 
armed with knives on the poop deck and immediately informed 
the OOW. Alarm raised, PA announcement made and crew mas-
tered. Hearing the alarm and seeing the crew alertness, the 
robbers escaped without stealing anything. Incident reported 
to port authorities and the local agents. (IMB)

2. 26.09.2017: 0230 UTC: Posn: 18:34N – 072:24W, Port Au 
Prince Anchorage, Haiti.
Three robbers attempted to board an anchored tanker via the 
hawse pipe. Duty crew noticed the robbers and raised the 
alarm, resulting in the robbers escaping empty handed. (IMB)

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule with 
drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and national 
laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if operating 

in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for the 
duration of the vessel’s call at port. 
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Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are issued 
by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or National Meteoro-
logical Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click here.   

Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report. 
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