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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST Services
MAST has the experience, capability and global presence to provide comprehensive sup-
port to our clients.

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

This report is copyright of Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) © 2018. All rights reserved.

This report is intended to provide general information about maritime intelligence topics but does not provide individual advice 
and the creators assume no liability for the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of any information contained herein, or though 
links you will find in it. Furthermore, using this report or sending MAST emails does not create a service provider- client relation-
ship. It is intended only as an introduction to ideas and concepts only. It should not be treated as a definitive guide, nor should it 
be considered to cover every area of concern or regarded as an advice.

If you copy from this report, you have to refer to Maritime Asset Security and Training (MAST) Ltd as the source of the copied 
material. You may not, except with our express written permission, commercially exploit the content.

Maritime

• Counter piracy 

• ISPS services

• Training

• Dispute Resolution - Arundel Resolution 

Risk Consulting

• Due Diligence

• Risk management

• Crisis management

• EOD Services

• Training

Technical Yacht Security 

• Cyber Assurance Services

• System Design, Installation and Maintenance

• Bespoke Access & Oversight Capabilities

• Vessel Wide Risk System Integration

• Project Survey and Audits

• Technical Consultancy

• Cyber Risk Consultancy

• TSCM Sweeping Services

• Comms Vulnerability Assessments 

Physical and Asset Protection 

• Close Protection

• Residential Security

• Security Chauffeurs

• Events and Clubs

• Training
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The Maritime Intelligence Report Series focuses on:

• Operational risks in areas of instability which could 
affect the safety of commercial and private vessels 
and personnel ashore and at sea.

• In country reporting on key countries where civil 
conflict are directly impacting on maritime opera-
tions; and

• Reporting and analysis of incidents of terrorism, pi-
racy and other related criminal activity.
 
MAST has a global reach and presence, delivering 
first hand, accurate and exclusive intelligence. MAST 
is entrenched and committed in continuing to support
and promote the awareness of the very real risks that
seafarers and other stakeholders face.
 
This Intelligence Report Series is a brief snapshot of
MAST’s Intelligence capabilities. MAST Intelligence
specialises in providing clients with a suite of prod-
ucts and services, including; political and economic 
risk analysis, detailed port and vessel security briefs, 
vessel passage plans, threat and risk mitigation and 
travel risk management.
 
Working closely in conjunction with a host of experts,
MAST Intelligence offers a market leading service 
pertaining to all maritime affairs.

Follow MAST on LinkedIn and Twitter  to keep abreast 
with these insightful weekly reports and more —  
including real time security updates.

Editor: David Rider
www.mast-security.com

Issue 121 of the series reviews, analyses and threat assesses the fragile and conflict affected 
coastal states Libya, Somalia and Yemen. The Mediterranean migrant crisis, incidents af-
fecting maritime security and influencing maritime news are also reported and analysed, 
focusing on the keys theatres of maritime instability.  

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”
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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Indian Ocean Region 
Ten months since it re-oriented the mission pattern of its fleet, the Indian Navy has told the govern-
ment it has the Indian Ocean covered with what one newspaper described as an “alphabet soup of 
acronyms”. GULFDEP to MALDEP is the new naval lingo to describe the Indian Navy’s area of respon-
sibility. The re-orientation to “Mission based deployments” (MDP) has meant that nearly 15 warships of 
the Indian Navy are patrolling seven areas of the waters around India, beyond the country’s Exclusive 
Economic Zone, keeping an eye on all entry and exit routes to and from the Indian Ocean.

Incidents: 
1. Saudi Arabia-flagged VLCC tanker reported an explosion ap-
prox 0915 UTC in position 14:29.3N - 042:11.2E, around 48nm 
WSW of Hodeidah, Yemen, S Red Sea. Saudi Coalition report 
states minor damage suffered from likely projectile. Coalition 
warship responded and attack was aborted. Houthis rebels 
confirmed attack on tanker. Reported (UKMTO/SPA) 3rd April. 

2. MV fired upon by 2 skiffs at 0535 UTC in position 13:57N - 
051:43E, around 128nm NW of Socotra island, in IRTC, Gulf of 
Aden. Embarked AST returned fire resulting in skiffs moving 
away. Vessel and crew Safe. Reported (UKMTO) 31st March. 

India wary as Maldives, Pak discuss joint patrols
Ringing alarm bells in India, Maldives and Pakistan have dis-
cussed the possibility of joint patrol of the vast exclusive eco-
nomic zone (EEZ) of the strategically-located Indian Ocean 
state during the visit of the Pakistan army chief Qamar Javed 
Bajwa.

Mideast undersea cable at heart of security scare as Russian 
navy floats around
Associated Press reports that US defence chiefs have ex-

pressed concern at news that Russian naval vessels have been 
seen active in areas where undersea data cables are known to 
be routed from Asia to the Middle East. 

Navy to set up strategic centre
The Indian Navy is to create a new base and strategic centre in 
the southern tip of the western coast by setting up some of is 
vital installations at Muttathara, near the international airport in 
the state capital.

Saudi vessel seizures causing civilians to suffer — UN panel
Representatives of Greek shipowner Dileton Maritime say Sau-
di customs officials accused them of arms smuggling in order 
to retroactively justify an illegal confiscation of Dileton’s Yem-
en-bound ship and its cargo. They say the seizure at gunpoint 
of Dileton’s 47,600-dwt MR product tanker Androussa (built 
1995) a year ago in the Red Sea is part of a campaign of inter-
ference with merchant shipping.

To see MAST’s services in the Indian Ocean Region, please 
click here.

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/indian-ocean/
http://www.mast-security.com/maritime-security/indian-ocean/
http://mast-security.com/i/Downloads/MAST_Intrep_missile_attack_on%20coalition_warship.pdf
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Somalia
Dozens of Ugandan soldiers are thought to have been killed when Islamist extremists attacked their 
base on Sunday April 1st in the latest of a series of bloody strikes against peacekeepers in Somalia. 
Local officials told the Guardian that as many as 46 Ugandan troops, part of the 22,000-strong regional 
force in Somalia, died in the attack by the al-Qaida affiliated al-Shabaab movement in the town of Bu-
lamarer, 80 miles south-west of the capital, Mogadishu, at around 9am local time.

Control of Somali territory (March 2017) Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

Kenya suspends construction of Somalia border wall to ease 
tensions
Kenya has suspended the construction of the 700 km security 
wall at the Mandera-Somalia border to quell tensions. Gover-
nor Ali Roba said the decision came after a consultative meet-
ing with the Somali team led by Gedo Governor Mohammed 
Mahamud. “We have agreed to temporarily halt the construc-
tion and border securitisation pending the fate of about 64 
houses that lie directly on the border.”

ICRC Mourns the Loss of Staff Member
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is dev-
astated by the loss of one of its staff, Abdulhafid Yusuf Ibra-
him, in Mogadishu. He passed away on Wednesday 28th after 
succumbing to injuries from an improvised explosive device, 
which detonated while Mr. Ibrahim was in his private car leav-
ing the ICRC office in the Somali capital Wednesday afternoon.

AU mission seeks to integrate militia into Somalia force
The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) said on Friday 
30th that it has started the biometric registration of the Dar-
wish militia in Jubbaland state, preceding their integration into 
the regional State’s security forces.

Somaliland minister: ‘Somalia can’t interfere in port deal’
Speaking to journalists, Somaliland’s Foreign Minister Dr Sa’ad 
Ali Shire said no one had the authority to interfere in a deal 
between Somaliland and DP World. “This is an economic and 
commercial deal that will benefit everyone in the Horn of Af-
rica region. Somalia’s claims are baseless, and don’t change 
anything on the ground.”

Analysis
Al Shabaab continues to mount operations against civilian and 
military targets in Somalia, seizing military bases and equipment 
before being driven off by AMISOM forces, despite combined ac-
tion against them from Somali, African Union and US forces.  
Threat Assessment
Somalia held Presidential elections in February 2017. After a 
peaceful transition of power, Somalia continues to face familiar 
problems. Al Shabaab frequently ambushes AMISOM and local 
security forces denying any significant process to the shaping of 
a stable country which is vital before Somalia can tackle humani-
tarian and economic issues. Somalia is recovering from a severe 
drought which led to widespread famine with an identified 2.9 
million people facing food insecurity. Youth unemployment in 
Somalia has not improved with 67% of Somali male youths aged 
between 14 to 29 unemployed. Pirate financiers offer lucrative 
and attractive opportunities, and were seen to be increasingly ac-
tive in the last inter-monsoon period. Somalia continues to be a 
permissive location for kidnap and ransom piracy operations. So-
malia has both an EU and UN arms embargo in place under UN-
SCR Resolution 2317 in place until November 15th 2018. The on-
going threat to shipping in the region has been made clear by the 
military bodies which monitor the region. A lack of adherence to 
BMP4 protocol, particularly not maintaining a safe distance off the 
coast, has increased risks to shipping. BMP4 advises: “non-Somali 
fishing vessels should avoid operating or transiting within 200nm 
of the coast of Somalia, irrespective of whether or not they have 
been issued with license to do so”. Merchant vessels would be 
wise to maintain the same distance from the coast, particularly 
ensuring that the Socotra Gap isn’t taken. All vessels are advised 
to update risk assessments and register with UKMTO/MSCHOA 
prior to entering the Indian Ocean High Risk Area.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

 Under control of Al Shabaab and allies
 Under control of neutral forces
 Under control of Government and allies
 Somaliland Government
 Territory disputed by Puntland and Somaliland

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Somalia_(2009%E2%80%93present)#/media/File:Somali_Civil_War_(2009-present).svg
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Control of Yemen territory (April 2nd 2018)

Source:  Wikimedia Commons

Yemen
Houthi rebels hit a Saudi oil tanker off Hodeidah on Tuesday 3rd, the Saudi-led coalition said In a state-
ment carried by Saudi media. The coalition said the oil tanker was in international waters when it came 
under “Houthi-Iranian attack” at around 1330 local time (1030 GMT). A coalition warship conducted a 
“swift intervention” foiling the attack, it said, without identifying the type of weapon used in the assault. 
“As a result of that attack, the tanker was subjected to a slight but ineffective hit and it resumed its 
naval course northwards, escorted by a coalition warship,” the statement said.

Air raid kills 16 near Yemen port of Hodeida
An air strike near the Yemeni port of Hodeida on Monday 2nd 
killed 16 people in a building where Huthi rebels were gather-
ing, security sources told AFP. There were conflicting reports 
on the number of rebels versus civilians killed in the strike 
which was believed to have been carried out by the Saudi-led 
coalition. The coalition said it was investigating the reports and 
could not immediately comment. The strike occurred in the 
district of Al-Hali in Hodeida province, which is controlled by 
the Iran-backed insurgents.

Yemeni foreign minister calls for peace talks, says aims to 
open ports
Yemen’s foreign minister called on Tuesday 3rd for a return to 
the negotiating table to end the war in the Arabian peninsula’s 
poorest country, where Saudi-backed Yemeni government 
forces are fighting Iran-aligned Houthi fighters. Addressing a 
U.N. conference in Geneva seeking pledges toward a $3 bil-
lion appeal, he added: “We aim to open up access to ports and 
airports” for humanitarian aid supplies.

Arab coalition: Weapons smuggled to Yemen’s rebels come 
from Lebanon’s Hezbollah stronghold
The Arab coalition said on Thursday 29th that weapons sent to 
Houthi rebels in Yemen are smuggled from Lebanon’s south-
ern suburb of Beirut — a stronghold of the Iranian-backed 
Hezbollah group. “The smuggling of the weapons did not start 
in Iran. It started in the suburbs of Beirut and goes all the way 
to Syria, it goes to Iran and through the sea it comes to … Yem-
en,” Col Al Malki told CNN.

al Qaeda booted out of Hadramout’s coastal areas
Coastal areas of Yemen’s province of Hadramout and neigh-
bouring areas have been completely cleared of al Qaeda mili-
tants, the governor of Hadramout said on Sunday 1st. Three 
years ago al Qaeda occupied Hadramout’s capital of Al Mu-
kalla, but the militants were largely uprooted thanks to UAE-
backed efforts to rid the territory from their grip.

Major fire at Yemen port destroys supplies
A fire that broke out at the Houthi-controlled Yemeni port of 
Hodeidah has destroyed warehouses filled with World Food 
Programme cooking fuel and foodstuffs, port workers say. 
They told Reuters that fire trucks had not been able to put out 
the blaze in the warehousing area after several hours. They 
said the fire appeared to have been caused by an electrical 
short circuit.

To see the latest threat analysis and Yemen port information in 
MASTOPDEIA, please click here.

MAST recommends BMP measures be enforced and watches 
strengthened during transits in the region. 

Houthi 

Pro Hadi Government Forces

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Controlled by Southern Transitional Council

https://www.mast-security.com/mastopedia/country-reports/yemen/
mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
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Mediterranean 
The German NGO Sea-Eye has announced its second migrant search-and-rescue (SAR) mission in 
the Mediterranean.  On March 28th, the Seefuchs set sail from Malta with a crew of 10 to search for 
migrant boats in difficulty in the SAR area off the Libyan coast. Sea-Eye has reported receiving violent 
messages and threats on social networks following the announcement of its new SAR mission and has 
called for respect for its activities and volunteer staff. 

Four people found dead off Spain, others missing after boat 
overturns
At least four migrants were found dead off Spain on Sunday 
1st, while others who had been on board a make-shift boat 
are missing, rescuers said. The bodies were recovered in the 
waters of the Strait of Gibraltar between Morocco and south-
ern Spain. The emergency services of Andalusia had warned 
of bad weather and strong winds in the strait.

120 migrants rescued off Libya’s coast
The Libyan coast guard said on Sunday 1st that it rescued 
120 refugees and migrants who came into difficulty while at-
tempting to cross the Mediterranean Sea. The people were 
picked up by the coast guard late Saturday in waters close to 
the city of Zuwara on Libya’s western coast.

Spanish NGO faces 3.2 million euros fine for rescuing mi-
grants
Spanish NGO Proactiva Open Arms could face a fine of 3.2 
million euros (3.94 million dollars) in Italy for allegedly pro-
moting illegal immigration, sources from the organization 
said on Thursday 29th. The charges relate to the NGO’s mari-
time rescues of 216 migrants in distress in the Mediterranean 
Sea in mid-March.

EU announces €180 million in emergency support for 
Greece
On April 2nd, the European Commission announced an extra 
€180 million for aid projects in Greece, including expanding 
the flagship ‘Emergency Support to Integration & Accommo-
dation’ (ESTIA) programme which helps refugees move out 
of camps and into urban accommodation.

The current migrant smuggling situation
Again, a quieter week on the water for rescue operations, al-
though the news for NGO groups is not comforting. The threat 
of legal action against Pro Activa Arms in Italy and a huge po-
tential fine will no doubt be followed by every other organisation 
operating in the region. News that Sea-Eye is resuming rescue 
missions is to be welcomed, however. 
In Libya, there has been little movement on migrants in the last 
week, although EU action to increase funds available to mem-
ber nations suffering as a result of migrant levels is of course 
good news, but not a solution to the ongoing problem. 

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

    Migrant crossings 2016-2018. Source:  UNHRC

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com

Migrant statistics in the Mediterranean (Figures last updated on March 25 th 2018).  Source: ReliefWeb.

mailto:operations%40mast-security.com?subject=
http://www.mast-security.com/
https://reliefweb.int/report/italy/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-10243-2018-deaths-reach-418
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Libya
A car bomb claimed by the Islamic State group (IS) left six people dead at a checkpoint in eastern 
Libya, AP reported on March 30th. The bomb went off at the eastern gates of Ajdabiya, said Fawzy 
al-Mansouri, head of the city operations room. He added that all the victims belonged to one family 
and that five soldiers were also wounded in the blast. IS claimed responsibility on Friday on its Amaq 
news agency.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Libyan forces launch operation against Islamic State
Libya’s internationally recognised government launched a mil-
itary operation on Monday 2nd against remnants of the Islamic 
State group, it said. Local forces aligned with the Government 
of National Accord (GNA) ousted Islamic State from its strong-
hold in the city of Sirte in late 2016, helped by U.S. air strikes, 
but Libyan officials say it retained a presence in desert camps 
and sleeper cells in western Libyan towns and cities.

Libya struggles to reopen refineries
Libyan efforts to restore functionality to its oil refining indus-
try during 2018 continue to face a range of challenges. The 
strong revival of crude oil output to above 1 million bpd earlier 
this year spurred the National Oil Co. (NOC) to prioritise efforts 
to bring its three refining units back into operation. However, 
these efforts to match the dramatic recovery of Libya’s up-
stream sector are facing an uphill struggle, as practical prob-
lems, labour unrest and the effect of recent oilfield shut-ins 
weigh on the sector.

US airstrike kills senior al Qaeda figure in Libya
An al-Qaeda leader has been killed by the first US airstrike 
against the group in Libya, underscoring the growing terrorist 
presence in the country’s south. Musa Abu Dawud was killed 
alongside another al Qaeda operative near Ubari in Libya’s un-
governed south-west, the US military’s Africa command said.

Khalifa Haftar’s soldiers target Chad rebels in southern Libya
The armed forces of Libyan strongman Khalifa Haftar said on 
Thursday 29th that their warplanes had attacked Chadian re-
bels in the country’s southern desert last weekend. Air raids 
targeted a rebel-held roadblock 400km (250 miles) southeast 
of Sebha, as well as other positions in an oasis in the Terbu 
region 400km farther south, an official with Haftar’s so-called 

Libyan National Army (LNA) told AFP.

Libyan armed factions hail ‘historic’ reconciliation talks
Leaders of the two most heavily armed towns in western Libya 
met for the first time since they fought for control of Tripoli four 
years ago, hailing the Wednesday 18th reconciliation talks “his-
toric”. High-ranking members of the armed groups and digni-
taries from Misrata travelled to meet rebel leaders in Zintan, 
170 kilometres (105 miles) southeast of Tripoli, for a meeting 
that a final statement declared “historic”.

NOC to restart ethylene and polyethylene production at Ras 
Lanuf complex
Libya’s National Oil Corporation (NOC) has announced that 
ethylene and polyethylene production is to start soon at the 
Ras Lanuf Oil and Gas Manufacturing Company. No exact date 
was given in the announcement.

Haftar-loyal military investment authority sells Libyan scrap 
to Turkish firms
Togo-flagged Farah Princess vessel docked at Brega port in 
eastern Libya coming from Tunisia to be loaded with 5000 tons 
of scrap that will be shipped to Turkey’s Izmir. The source said 
the shipping is authorized by the authority’s chief Mohammed 
Al-Madani Al-Fakhri who is appointed by Haftar, pointing out 
that the same authority slapped a ban on all entities, except 
itself, on exporting scrap earlier. Al-Fakhri and some of Haf-
tar’s sons were accused by social media users of monopolizing 
scrap exports, saying they are profiting from the selling on their 
own, making millions of dollars a year.

To read MAST’s Libyan Country report on MASTOPEDIA, 
please click here. 

Control of Northern Libyan territory (Feb. 27th 
2018)

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Controlled by the Tobruk led government

Controlled by the Government of National Accord

Controlled by ISIS

Controlled by local forces

Controlled by Tuareg forces

MAST UK: +44 (0)1279 216 726 operations@mast-security.com www.mast-security.com
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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Gulf of Guinea
The Nigerian Navy on Thursday 29th said it foiled two major attacks on two merchant ships in Lagos 
and Bayelsa waters. It said that the troops who foiled both attacks were deployed for a regional mari-
time sea exercise code name “Exercise Obangame”. Rear Admiral Begroy Ibe-Enwo who made the 
disclosure at the end of the annual sea exercise and also said that a combined effort from navies from 
the West African sub region led to the arrest of eight persons who had allegedly hijacked a fishing 
trawler off the coast of Togo.

Incidents:  
1. Two robbers boarded a berthed tanker at 0400 UTC in po-
sition MRS Terminal, Alpha-Jetty, Lagos Port, Nigeria. Duty 
watchman on routine rounds spotted them trying to hide near 
a forward cargo tank dome with a flexible hose. D/O notified. 
Alarm raised and crew mustered. Upon hearing the alarm and 
seeing the crew alertness, the robbers escaped. Two skiffs 
with eight robbers were seen moving away from the tanker. 
Reported (IMB) 28th March.    

2. Armed pirates attacked and hijacked a fishing vessel under-
way at 1720 UTC in position 05:20N – 000:51.4E, around 27nm 
South of Anloga, Ghana. Owners of FV reported the incident 
to IMB who contacted and liaised with the Ghana Navy Ops 
Centre. As the fishing vessel moved from Ghanaian waters into 
Togo and Benin waters the PRC continually updated the re-
spective naval authorities. Naval boats were deployed by the 
respective navies within their waters to look for the fishing 
vessel. On 28 Mar 2018, the Owners confirmed that the fish-
ing vessel has been released and it is sailing to a safe port. 
Three crew members were reported missing. All navies were 
informed accordingly. Reported (IMB) 26th March.  

3. MV reported approached by large fishing vessel at 0700 
UTC in position 07:04N – 014:02W, around 95nm SW of Free-

town, Sierra Leone. FV not transmitting on AIS. Two small skiffs 
were released from FV and approached MV at speed. MV car-
ried out evasive manoeuvres and vessel and crew now safe. 
Reported (MDAT) 29th March. (Not shown on map).

4. Two fishing vessels reported under attack at 1600 UTC in 
position 04:10N - 002:19E, around 130nm South of Cotonou, 
Benin. FVs no longer being attacked and headed to port. Re-
ported (MDAT) 27th March.
  
South Korea deploys anti-piracy warship after hijack
South Korea has deployed a warship to the sea off Ghana af-
ter three South Korean sailors were kidnapped by pirates who 
have now been identified as Nigerians. The 500t Marine 711 
with about 40 Ghanaian and three South Korean sailors was 
boarded by the Nigerian pirates on 26 March.

MAST provides escort vessels in partnership with trusted Ni-
gerian partnered MoU holding companies.

To see MAST Services in the region, please click here. And 
and to read Nigeria’s country report, please click here. 
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South East Asia
A notorious high ranking leader of the Daesh-linked Abu Sayyaf terrorist group and 13 of his armed fol-
lowers have handed themselves over to the military’s Western Mindanao Command (WestMinCom) in 
Basilan province In a statement, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana confirmed that Abu Sayyaf Group 
(ASG) leader Nhurhassan Jamiri and13 of his followers surrendered to the Joint Task Force Basilan on 
Wednesday 28th. “This would lead to the collapse of the terror group in Basilan,” Lorenzana said.

Incidents: 
1. Four robbers in a small boat approached an anchored bulk 
carrier at 2030 UTC in position 00:16.5S – 117:41.5E, Muara Be-
rau Anchorage, Indonesia. Two robbers boarded while another 
two waiting in the boat. Duty crew on routine rounds noticed 
the robbers and immediately raised the alarm. Seeing the 
alerted crew, the robbers escaped empty handed. Reported 
(IMB) 27th March. 

Military captures wounded Abu Sayyaf sub-leader after Sulu 
clash
An Abu Sayyaf sub-leader was captured after being wounded 
during a firefight with troops in Patikul, Sulu on Saturday (31st)  
morning. The Armed Forces’ Western Mindanao Command 
(Wesmincom) identified the captured bandit leader as Walton 
Jujirin.

Vietnamese fishing boat tries to ram MMEA ship
The twenty-three member crew of a Malaysian Maritime En-
forcement Agency (MMEA) ship, the KM Jujur, faced an anxious 
moment when it was almost hit by a Vietnamese fishing boat 
when it attempted to haul up the foreign vessel for encroach-
ing. Tok Bali D10 Maritime Operations deputy director, Ismail 
Hamzah, said the ship managed to avoid the fishing boat and 
detained it after a 40-minute pursuit 102 nautical miles from 
Kuala Tok Bali at 8.41am on March 30th.

Philippine commissions seventh, eighth Parola-class patrol 
vessels
The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has officially inducted its sev-
enth and eighth Parola-class patrol vessels. The ships, which 
have been named BRP Cape San Agustin and BRP Cabra, with 
pennant numbers 4408 and 4409 respectively, were commis-
sioned at the PCG’s National Headquarters in South Harbor, 
Manila Bay on 28th March.

U.S. delivers more patrol boats to Vietnam amid deepening 
security ties
The United States has given six patrol boats to the Vietnamese 
Coast Guard, the U.S. embassy in Hanoi said on Thursday 29th, 
amid warming ties between the former foes.

To see MAST’s services in the region, please click here.

“Making the world a safer place to live and work”
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“Making the world a safer place to live and work”

Central and South America 

Incidents: Nothing significant to report.

Standing advice: 
The repercussions of a vessel being caught acting as a mule 
with drugs stowed will depend on the type, amount and na-
tional laws, but may be disruptive and costly. When and if 
operating in these areas, especially Columbia and Peru, it is 
advised that: 
• Potential stowage areas such as rudder shafts are denied as 
far as possible, and/or routinely searched. 
• Access points are closely monitored by a vigilant watch for 
the duration of the vessel’s call at port. 
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Severe Weather Warnings 
Warnings detailed on this page are from the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) and are issued 
by respective Regional Specialised Metrological Centres, Tropical Cyclone Centres or National Mete-
orological Services. For further information on severe weather warnings please click here.   

Note: The forecasts are correct as of the day before publication. For latest updates please follow the provided links. 
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Nothing significant to report. 
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